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This book of essays champions tort 
scholarship that puts judges at centre stage: 
what they do, how they understand their 

role, the heterogeneous reasons they give for their 
decisions, and their constitutional responsibility 
to identify and articulate the ‘living’ and ‘evolving’ 
common law. Three Essays on Torts illustrates the 
advantages and pay-offs of the reflexive style of 
scholarship by showing how it illuminates key 
features of tort law. These essays, based on the 
2018 Clarendon Law Lectures given at Oxford 
University, ultimately demonstrate the value of 
scholarship that ‘takes the judges seriously’.
Features
• Champions ‘reflexive tort scholarship’ focusing 

on the role of the judiciary

• Explains why descriptive claims of Grand 
Theories of tort law are doomed to fail

• Advances a conception of a ‘living’ common 
law, evolvin with changes in society and 
independently of institutional pronouncements 
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